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Your Excellency, Mr. Remy Namaduk, Acting President of the Republic of 
   Nauru,

Your Excellency, Mr. Vu Khoan, Deputy Prime Minister of Vietnam,

Mr. Chen Jinhua, Vice-Chairman, China People’s Political Consultative  

   Conference, Chief Representative of China to the BFA,  

Mr. Xiang Zhang, Secretary-General, Boao Forum for Asia,

Mr. He Guangwei, Chairman of the China National Tourism  Administration,
Distinguished Participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,


Thank you very much for your kind invitation accorded to me to be one of the Co-chairpersons of the Organising Committee of the Boao Forum for Asia – Tourism Conference, and for featuring the Asia Cooperation Dialogue within the scheme of this Conference.  I am delighted to be here in Guilin which, according to the Chinese saying, is the finest under heaven, which saying, I believe, everyone in this Conference would certainly agree after  witnessing the magnificent scenery on the Li Jiang yesterday.
The Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) and the Asia Cooperation 
Dialogue are dual tracks in forging Asia-wide cooperation. If we use the Chinese analogy, the two fora are like chopsticks, each complementing one another. Both fora seek to offer a platform for Asia. Both seek to strengthen Asia-wide cooperation, only functioning under parallel frameworks with ACD as track one and BFA as track two.  While the ACD is a unique forum for Governments of Asia, BFA is a distinguished forum  for businessmen, academics and government officials from so many Asian countries to meet and discuss the way forward for a prosperous Asia.  Today’s Conference marks the beginning  of partnership between BFA and ACD; a partnership between the government sector and business and academic sectors; and a partnership that is built upon a unity of purpose and a coherence of action.  The recommendations from this Conference will be a signpost to further cooperation on the policy level among governments.

Both the first Boao Forum for Asia Conference held last  year and 
the first ACD Meeting in June have at last translated Asian visions into action.  The success of both fora undoubtedly reflects the urgent desire for us Asians to come together and pool our strengths and resources in all possible spheres.  His Excellency Premier Zhu Rongji spoke at the First Annual Conference of Boao Forum for Asia in Hainan in April 2002 that economic cooperation was a primary task of Asian countries which should be developed in a step-by-step fashion.
I could not agree more.

At the beginning of this month, the Leaders of ASEAN and China 

signed an agreement to establish a free trade area by the year 2010, and the Leaders of ASEAN and Japan agreed to work towards a similar end within 10 years. The study for a similar type of agreement between ASEAN and India is also underway.  The BFA and ACD will help broaden Asia-wide cooperation by consolidating  the strengths of Asian countries. Characterized by positive thinking, the ACD is an open, evolving and incremental process based upon comfort level of all participants.  The ACD’s strength is to build upon multiple layers of partnerships by filling in the “missing linkages” of cooperative endeavours among the sub-regional groupings in Asia.   ACD seeks to enhance Asia’s competitiveness, open up business opportunities and make us a stronger trading and investment partner with other regions. The world stands to benefit as Asia becomes stronger.

From the First ACD Meeting at Cha-Am, Thailand, in June 2002 to 
the ACD Breakfast meeting in New York in September 2002, the ACD has made steady progress in the two dimensions it focuses.  On the cooperation side, several ACD participants from all four Asian sub-regions have expressed their interest in serving as a Prime-Mover to lead various cooperative projects such as SMEs development, transportation linkages, energy security and tourism promotion. The dialogue dimension continues to progress, forging consultations among Asian policy-makers on regional and international developments which affect the stability and prosperity of Asia.  As ACD initiator and coordinator, Thailand is working closely with other ACD participants to move the process forward and will be hosting the second Ministerial Meeting in Chiang Mai next June to consolidate our tangible progress and chart future direction. 

The tourism industry plays an important part in enhancing Asia’s 

competitiveness. Endowed with diverse tourism resources, Asia is a must-see tourist destination.  In 2000, the Asia Pacific region ranked as the third most popular region with a market share of 16.0 per cent of world tourism. But if South Asia and the Middle East were to be considered as part of the Asia Pacific, this region would become the second largest tourism market with a 19.8 per cent global share.
The tourism industry is  significant  for Asia's economic progress. 

Tourism continues to be the major source of revenue and foreign exchange earnings for many countries in Asia.  Tourism is also recognised as an instrument for economic and social development as well as a vehicle for  business activities, which benefits can be utilized by the people at the grassroots level.  It has been perceived that Asian countries are too diverse to strive for Asia-wide  cooperation.  On the contrary, diversity is the greatest strength of Asia, especially in terms of tourism.  We only have to take concerted action to transform the region’s tourism into a high-value, hi-touch industry in order to create a value-added resource for this industry.
Excellencies, 

Distinguished Participants,

This Conference marks the first stepping stone for Asia-wide 
cooperation in tourism.  Our cooperation will allow Asian countries to bring together their products, enhance the efficiency and competitiveness of regional tourism, and help develop Asia's tourism industry in a sustainable manner.  Tourism cooperation will benefit all and no one will be left behind.


Within Southeast Asia, tourism promotion is being intensified. At the recent ASEAN Summit in Phnom Penh earlier this month, the Leaders signed the ASEAN Tourism Agreement which serves to facilitate intra-ASEAN and international travel as well as promote tourism safety and security. At the sub-regional level, the Leaders of the six Greater Mekong Sub-region countries  recognised the strategic location and facilities of Chiang Mai, northern province of  Thailand, as an aviation hub of this sub-region. This means that the 11 million tourists who visit Thailand will find it convenient to include the cities of the Mekong Sub-region in their itinerary. Next month, Chiang Mai will be linked to South Asia  through  direct flights with Chittigong in Bangladesh, to be inaugurated by the respective Prime Ministers. Thailand has also embarked on a trilateral cooperation with Myanmar and India in forging transportation linkages. Whilst on  the eastern front, Thailand is promoting tourism under the initiative of "Three Countries, One Destination" of  the East-West Economic Corridor project which stretches from eastern Thailand across the Mekong River through Laos to the deep seaport of Danang in Viet Nam.  

Under the ACD framework, Thailand has volunteered to be the 
prime mover in tourism.  Our strategy for ACD tourism cooperation is to promote partnership between people of the ACD partners and between the public and private sectors, as well as to promote mutual assistance among member countries to eliminate travel- and tourism-related obstacles.  Joint bilateral and multilateral marketing campaigns will combine the tourism strengths of each destination into attractive thematic packages. Asia is endowed with  tourism products to offer: cultural tourism featuring unique and varied cultures of member countries, health and spa tourism, sports tourism, and eco-tourism. Moreover, Asia is host to three  wonders of the world, namely the Great Wall of China, the Taj Mahal in Agra, and the ancient Temple city of Angkor in Cambodia. Thailand is cooperating with Cambodia in building a road from Thailand to Siem Reap where  Angkor Wat is located. In addition, there are a number of  monuments and structures  recognised by UNESCO as world heritage sites, such as in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, South Korea, Thailand, and Viet Nam.



There are also special events organised in the region that would be of interest in the niche markets; for instance Thailand has the renowned Songkran Festival marking the Thai New Year every April; Japan is organising the Expo 2005 in Osaka; and Qatar will host the Asian Games in 2006.  As I am speaking to you now, every village and town of Thailand is celebrating the Loy Krathong Festival, a unique cultural event which the Thai people hold annually to pay respect to the Goddess of River on the full moon night.
Distinguished Participants, 

Tourism industry in Asia is now facing many challenges in this 

new millenium.  Apart from threats from terrorism,  we also have weaknesses due to strong competition and lack of tourism cooperation among ourselves.  It is incumbent upon us to join hands in helping to create a new era of tourism industry in Asia.

Towards this end, a tripartite partnership to create synergy among 

government sector, tourism industry and local community is needed.  I believe that developing partnership between the three sectors is an essential pre-condition for sustainable tourism.

The government must act as facilitator providing all necessary 

means.  Immigration policy, tax incentives, rules and regulations, personal safety and crime prevention, conservation and preservation of cultural and natural heritages, and air traffic bottlenecks clearance; these are all strategic functions of the government, which help foster a conducive environment for the promotion of tourism.  

The three sectors must work closely together in harmony if we 

want to promote sustainable tourism in Asia; if we want to preserve our cultural heritage and conserve our natural beauties; if we want to offer the best of our tourist attractions and services to our visitors; and, most importantly, if we want to maintain our uniqueness and strength of our tourism in this globalised society.

Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,



Tourism and security are indeed intertwined.  Recent tragedies caused by terrorists in the region have highlighted the importance of security implications to our tourism industry.  Peace and stability are clearly the bedrock infrastructure on which the tourism industry is founded.  Tourism helps shape national perception on person-to-person contact and promote mutual understanding within and among societies.  Mindful of this concern, I would like to ask all of you to fully support the resolution adopted at the International Conference on Anti-Terrorism and Tourism Recovery on 8 November 2002 in Manila, which aims to help restore confidence in the tourism industry in the Asia Pacific.


Southeast Asia has recently been mentioned by a number of governments and media as a target of terrorism. Although some travel advisories are understandably expression of concern for people’s safety, but many are to pre-empt domestic political criticisms. Travel advisories should be issued only on a basis of hard evidence.   I would like to take this opportunity to urge the countries which issued the warning to lift it where there exists no hard evidence to warrant it because of its adverse impact on the region’s tourism industry. Ironically, such travel warnings might serve the purposes and evil aims of terrorists.



Let us not panic and issue such unwarranted warnings for they will help fulfill the objectives of terrorists.

 Let us at this Conference together ask those governments and 

media when issuing travel advisory warnings: 

“Are you with them or with us?” 

Let us remain resolute and forge closer partnership in fighting 

against terrorism.

Let our resolve be known that we are not driven to hide in fear  by 

the threat from terrorists. Let them stand alone and weaker, and let us stand together and stronger.

Only by so doing, we can reassure the sustainable development  of 

our tourism industry.

As Co-chairman of the Organising Committee of the Boao Forum 

for Asia – Tourism Conference, I am confident that  this Conference will seek an optimum way to create partnership and cooperation for the  tourism industry in Asia to prosper which, in turn, will advance  economic and social development in the region and beyond.    

Thank you.

