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Your Excellency, Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me, at the outset, to express the Kingdom of Bahrain’s most sincere and profound thanks and appreciation to our host, the government and the people of the Republic  Kazakhstan, for their warm welcome and generous hospitality extended to us in the beautiful city of Astana, and for the excellent preparations for  the 7th ACD Ministerial Meeting. May I also thank the Republic of Korea for its role in conducting ACD activities since the 6th Ministerial Meeting, and pay a special tribute to the Kingdom of Thailand, our coordinator, for  their dynamic role in coordinating our activities and the excellent progress report submitted on ACD activities.

I also want to take this opportunity to welcome the Kyrgyz Republic as the 31st ACD Member, as well as accepting Kingdom of Morocco as an  ACD partner for development. We believe that their keen interest and their active role in ACD activities will enhance the aims, objectives and purposes of the ACD and strengthen cooperation in Asia for the benefit of the region and its peoples.

Mr. Chairman,
We are gathered here to exchange views on issues and topics of mutual interest to our countries and peoples, and  as a prime mover on energy, Bahrain would like to endorse the progress report submitted by Indonesia as our prime mover and coordinator on energy, and would like to take this opportunity to reiterate our invitation to ACD member states to participate in the forthcoming Conference on Energy and Climate Change :Challenges and Opportunities to be held at Manama Bahrain on the 26th and 27th November 2008. We would like to express our thanks and appreciation to those countries who have responded positively to the invitation, namely Oman, Bhutan,  Russian Federation, and look forward to receiving other members responses as soon as possible., All necessary arrangements have been made for the Conference, and invitations have been dispatched to respective ACD member governments. 

Mr. Chairman,
Regional and international issues such as the environment, energy, education, water and sanitation, transport, technology, and I.T. in its various dimensions, are areas of key prime interest to our nations.  However, Bahrain would like also to support the point stressed by a number of ACD states, that the current food and financial crises are important issues of common interest to us all, and we would be be happy to participate in any future discussion concerning an integrated ACD approach in addressing and tackling such issues and their negative impacts on ACD members. China and other ACD prime movers on Agriculture are playing a significant role in shaping our common vision and future cooperation to face the challenges before us, while Thailand also is facilitating our common efforts on shaping financial co-operation in this vital field. 
In this respect, we share the views and concerns of number of ACD member states regarding the impact of the current global financial instability on Asian economies. We share, too, the recognition of the need for ACD Member States to take joint efforts to comprehensively address this important issue, both at regional international levels, including coordinating their positions in the relevant international organizations, in light of the financial challenges facing our countries and the world at large. In this respect, we underline the necessity of coordinating our common efforts to avoid and reduce the adverse effects of the current financial situation and economic environment on ACD economies.
(Regarding the future venue of the ministerial meetings of the ACD, Bahrain endorses the offer by the Republic of SriLanka to host the 8th Ministerial Meeting in 2009 in Colombo, and wish to Congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, in succeeding and arriving  at a happy conclusion for the hosting of the 9th and 10th Ministerial Meetings which has been resolved between interested parties namely Iran and Kuwait in the true spirit of "Asian-ness")
Mr. Chairman,
Once again  I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the excellent manner in which our work at this meeting has been conducted, and look forward to cooperate with brotherly Republic of Kazakhstan in our future ACD activities. 

Thank you. 
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